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Abstract

This study compares the educational philosophies of Rabindranath Tagore and Daisaku Ikeda,

highlighting significant convergences despite differences in historical and cultural context.

Both thinkers share a deep commitment to human dignity, universal humanism, pacifism, and

internationalism. Their respective institutions, Visva-Bharati University and Soka University,
reflect a common vision of education as a space for holistic human development and the active

practice of peace.

At the core of their thought lies a belief in the sanctity of life, expressed through Tagore’s
concept of Jivan Devata and Ikeda’s Buddhist humanism. Both opposed war and oppression,
while also emphasizing global solidarity beyond national boundaries. Both thinkers regarded
dialogue as a transformative force and placed the teacher—student relationship at the heart of
human development. The study identifies four shared principles: commitment to human
dignity; opposition to violence; holistic education through dialogue; and educational
institutions as sites for practicing peace. While Tagore emphasized the arts and harmony with
nature, lkeda focused on inner transformation and global dialogue. These differences
complement their shared vision, demonstrating diverse pathways to humanistic peace
education.

Keywords: Rabindranath Tagore, Daisaku Ikeda, educational philosophy, peace education,
global citizenship education
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