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Abstract: Dalits in India and Burakumin in Japan shares core similarities in experiencing
discrimination and oppression, which is based on perceived notion of impurity that forced them
to have lower status in their own country. After the Meiji restoration in Japan, the
discrimination against the Burakumin was abolished by law in 1871 and in India, the first law
against the untouchability was made in 1955, Eight years after the independence, which were
revised time to time in both countires. In this paper, | am comparing the status of these two
communities on the basis of their portrayal in Joothan, an autobiography written by a Dalit
writer Om Prakash Valmiki and Hakai, written in biographical tone by Shimazaki Toson, a

pioneer of Naturalism in Japan.
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The term “Dalit” came into existence due to the efforts of Mahatma Jyotibha Phooley who is
considered to be the very first Dalit reformer (Gulati, 2018). The term “Dalit” in the 1930s was
synonymously used as a Hindi/Marathi version of the depressed classes (Omvedt, 2012).
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